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By a Miniſter, of the French Churchin the Savh, 
a .--. the: Nineteenth of Q#ober, 1681, 
© © Painted by Pis Majeſty's Special Command, | 
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SR, | | | | 

T is not I that, ſpeak, though the Words are mine - Nor is it Your Freach Church in the . 

Savoy ſpeaks, though it humbly beg Audience of Your Majeſty. But it is a holy Colony of 

... French Proteſtants, driven every day by Stotm'into, Your Ports. They are the rrue //rae- 

_., (ites, croſling the Sea;to pals into Canaan. They are the Merchants in the Goſpel, who 

\ {cll all they have to purchaſe the Pearl of Price, and come into Your Realms in ſearch of 

the Kingdom of Heaved Tis.they, Sir, "tis in a manner the- whole Reformed Church, ſpeaks 

this day. by my Mouth : And my Voice is but the Eccho of theirs. | 

They. come, Szr, by me, with Your Declaration'in their Hands, to preſent themſelves before 

that Auguſt Throne from which. it iſſued: And as Your Majeſty hath been pleaſtdto declare in 

expreſs Terms, That You look'd upon Your ſelf. concern'd in Honour and Conſcience to do them 

Good, they think themſelves obliged both in Honour and Conſciehce to beg leaye to kiſs thoſe 

Sacred Hands that faved them from periſhing by. 'Shipwrack, and load them continually with 
Favours and Kindnelſles. | 


"They look upon this myſterious Declaration yorr have made in their favour, as a Maſter-picce 
of Providence, and (if I may be allowed to ufe that Term) a Phenomenon that fills both the 
Church and the World with admiration. | 

The Church, -edified by it, admires it as an Effect of extraordinary Piety. The World, amaz'd 
at it, looks upon it as a Produdt of the higheſt Prudence. AIY Places ring of this Oracle of 
Your Majeſty : It is ſpoken in Gath, it is publiſhed in  4ſcalon ; and the Seven Hills eccho the 
Sound : The Iſlands clap their Hands for jay, and the Continent anſwers them with equal re- 
Joycing : Every Mouth ſpeaks of it, except thoſe whom a Declaration fo full of Zeal tor the 
Proteſtant Religion hath rendred ſpeechleſs, and condemned to perpetual Silence. 

Methinks I hear before-hand the Applauſe of Poſterity ; and there is no doubt but this great 
Work of good Policy and good Conſcience will be equally celebrated in the Annals of the Charch 
and of the State, This Oracle of Your Majeſty will be recorded in Hiſtory as an Evidence 
both of Your Wiſdom and Piety ; it will be admir'd as an illuſtrious Example of Vertue, Moral 
and Divine : And it will be hard to judge whether it hath more of the Monarch, or the De- 
fender of the Faith, 

But, Sir, this Charitable Declaration hath already found another fort of Panegyriſts, whoſe 
Benedittions and Praiſes God himſelf, the King of Kings, delights to hear : I mean, our Children, 
thoſe little Mofe/cs, expos'd to float on the Sea, before they have ſcarce put a Foot to the Ground ; 
theſe poor Orphans, this little Hobthold of Faith, whom the Great Defender of it hath taken 
into His ProreCtion, and declar'd himſelf their Father ; theſe Angels on Earth joyn with thoſe 
in Heaven, in praiſing God for what he hath done for them by His Annointed. I fancy T ſee 
them in their Mothers Boſoms, liſtning to what they relate God hath done for them in our days 
by your Miniſtry. Methinks, as ſoon as they begin to prattle Exg/;/h, I hear them learn to bleſs 
Your Majeſty in more than one Language, and read for their firſt Lefſon that tender and fa- 
therly Declaration of Your Majeſty. Methinks I hear them cry out, as foon as they ſee Your 
Majeſty, God ſave the King ; God ſave Flim who hath ſav'd us, and with the Life of our Bodies, 
hath preſeru/d alſo the Life of our Souls. - 

I fancy, alſo, I hear ſo many Chriſt;an Confeſſors, of all Qualities, Arts, and Orders, whom 
the World would have conquered, and deſtroy'd'by Famine : but th-ir Faith ſupported and ſuc- 
.cour'd by Your Charity, hath overcome the World, One of which Confeſſors is leſs remarkable 
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for his Birth and Quality of Marquis, than fot his Piety, and many eminent Services done for 
our poor Churches, for which he is now become an innocent Sacrifice. _ I fancy I hear them vie 
with one another in praiſing Your Royal Beneficence. Could Your Majeſty hear them, what an 
excellent Harmony would 1t be to Your Ears? a thouſand times more charming and pleaſant than 
thatof the Emperour Augu/us, who hearing himſelf commended by ſome who ſaw him paſs by, 
proteſted he had never heard better Muſick : Yet that was only a vain Sound of worldly and tri- 
volous Praiſes ; but thoſe Your Majeſty receives trom the poor diſtreſſed Proteſtants, are divine, 
eternal, and the ſame in'fubſtance with thoſe which the Poor will give their charitable Benefa- 
ors, by tlie Mouth of their Saviour, at the Day of Judgment. 

Beſides, Sir, What-abundant matter doth Your Majelty afford theſe poor Fobs to ſing (with 
that holy Mann the Night, when they ſee Your Majeſty, as it were, begging for them Alms 
from Your Subje&s! What a tomfort muſt it-be, that the Defender of their Faith opens at once 
ſo many w#ys for their Subſiſtence, whifvin'their Native Country were ſtopp'd and ſhut up by 
the Enemles of their Religion! What a pleafure is it to ſee themſelves accounted Natural Inhabi- 
tants of Your Kingdoms, as ſoon as they arrive there ! What Joy, to find it in their power for the 
future to live and die in Peace! I can bear witneſs of one of them, who falling ſick ſoon after his 
arrival here, yielded up his: holy Soul -to God, in bleffing him for his E Providence, that 
brought him hither to die in Peace, under the Protection of Your Augult Throne, and within 
the Walls of your Feruſatem. TIE. 

It cannot be, Sr, but that ſo many Prayers and Bleſlings, proceeding from the Mouths of the 
Faithful, will produce more than ordinary EffeQts in Heaven : It is impoſſible bur that thoſe holy 
ones who bleſs the Goodneſs of their 7rajan, will procure for Your Reign the Felicity of Auguſtus. 
And who can tell but Heaven,which takes particular care of the Intereſts of the Church, will be 
particularly mov'd at the Acknewledgements due from the Church to Your Majeſty, and make 
You reap the Benefit of them, in granting the Requelts of their Prayers> Who can tell, but the 
Example of ſo many Eminent Proteſtants ghrowing themſelves into the Arms uf Your Church, 
' may prove inſtrumental to diſarm thoſe who diſturb the Peace of it > Who can tell, but our Chil- 
dren who crols the Seas for their Salvation, may by their preſence here do the Office of Media- 
tors. between two Brethren, animated one an the other with ſo much Paſſion, and for ſo 
little Cauſe 2 Who can tell, but the ſight of ſo lamentable an Obje&t will melt them into ten- 
derneſs, and touch their Conſcience, to forbear tearing the Bowels of a Mother, whoſe Bleſſings 
ſo many Confeſlors come thronging to beg, as her Adopted Children. 

But while we wait the Succels ot thoſe Vows and Prayers which proceed from a holy Acknay- 
ledgment and Gratitude due to Your Majeſty, how ſhall we find Words capable to expreſs it ? 
I am ſenſible, 'tis impoſſible to do it in ordinary Language, and am fo tranſported with Admira- 
tion, I can hardly forbear flyipg the higheſt pitch ot Eloquence, and with that ancient Orator 
call up the Dead to ſec thisadmirable Sight? I can ſcarce contain my ſelf from crying out, O ad- 
mirable Elizabeth ! O Happy Fames / O Great and Gracious Charles the Firſt! Glorious Kings as 
thoſe in the Revelation, who have carried their Spiritual Riches and the Crown of their Vertues 
into the Holy City. 'O you Great and Divine Souls, who have ſo often heard the Cries and 
Groans of Proteſtant-Strangers in the Palace where I am ſpeaking, What would you fay to ſee 
at this day your Pious Intentions ſo faithfully and ſo happily executed 2 What would you fay 
fo ſee all this Concourſe of the Faithful, in Mourning, arriving here every day, and kindly re- 
ceived ? What would you fay to ſee all the Voluntary Contributions made for them ? that holy 
and compaſſionate Concern tor us, and that charitable Commerce we meet with in theſe Fortu- 
nate Iſlands 2 What would you fay to ſee Lazarus in Abraham's Boſom, and a Repreſentation of 
Heaven upon Earth 2 What would ſay to ſee England look like Old Rome, which was called the 
Common Country of all the World ; and according to the Example of that famous City,become the 
Refuge and Habitation of all the Reformed World, by the holy and profound Policy of Your 
ITlluſtrious Succeſſor 2 But what was I thinking on ? I ſpeak to the Dead, when I ought to make 
them ſpeak who are Living, The Ravilhment Tam under, and the Confuſion of many Paflions 
ſtirr'd all at once, hath put me beſides my Bounds, and made me tranſgreſs the ordinary Rules. 
You may, Sir, by theſe extraordinary Sallies judge how extraordinary the Cauſe is that pro- 
duces them, and how deep an Imprefiion Your great Goodneſs hath made in our Hearts: You 
may gather {rom thence what” grateful Sentiments we have of Your Bounty ; how full of Ay- 
dour and Zeal, and\(if I may preſume to ſay ſo) of Love for Your Majeſty. But why may I 
not preſume to ſay ſo, ſince, in the Tranſport we are 1n, we may be allow'd to fay any thing 2 
Yes, Sir, welove You: We love You as a God on Earth, for ſuch You are: We love You as 
the Romans lov'd their 7rajan or their Scipio, whom they call'd their Darlings: And we are all, 
with the higheſt and moſt lively Paſſion, yet with the moſt profound Reſpe&t, Sir, Your Ma- 
jeſties moſt Humble, moſt Obcdient, and moſt Faithful Servants and SubjeQts, &c. | 
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